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Abstract 

TLN Productions, Inc., a television production company based in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
specialized in travel and destination programming that highlighted communities, landscapes 
and cultural heritage across the U.S. Through the Discover America series, the company 
collaborated with tourism agencies and local organizations to produce television segments 
promoting regional attractions and travel destinations. 

This collection consists of 11 BetacamSP videotapes and five DVDs created by TLN 
Productions, Inc., as part of the Discover America travel series, a television program 
developed to promote tourism and highlight regional attractions throughout the United States. 
Produced during the late 1990s and early 2000s, the recordings document locations and 



cultural sites in South Dakota, including Lake Andes, Fort Randall Casino, Aberdeen and 
areas associated with the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate. The materials include both edited 
segments and raw production footage capturing regional landscapes, tourism destinations, 
community events and cultural activities intended for broadcast within the program. 

The recordings represent the production materials created during TLN Productions’ filming in 
South Dakota and document the company’s efforts to promote the state through travel 
programming. The footage provides visual documentation of South Dakota communities, 
landscapes and tourism destinations at the time of filming. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Biography 

TLN Productions, Inc., based in West Palm Beach, Florida, was a television production 
company active during the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries that specialized in 
travel, outdoor recreation, and destination programming. The company produced and 
distributed a variety of television segments and series highlighting landscapes, communities, 
cultural heritage, and tourism opportunities throughout the United States. TLN Productions 
frequently collaborated with tourism agencies, local communities, and regional organizations 
to film locations and develop programming designed to promote travel and public interest in 
particular destinations. 

Among the company’s projects was the travel series Discover America, a program that 
featured locations across the United States and introduced viewers to regional attractions, 
historic sites, natural landscapes, and recreational activities. Episodes and segments were 
filmed on location and incorporated interviews, scenic footage, and coverage of local cultural 
and tourism destinations. The series was created as a travel-promotion program intended to 
showcase the diversity of American regions and encourage tourism. 

During the late 1990s and early 2000s, TLN Productions filmed several segments in South 
Dakota for inclusion in the Discover America series. Filming documented communities, 
cultural sites, and recreational destinations across the state, including areas such as Lake 
Andes, Aberdeen, Fort Randall Casino, and locations associated with the Sisseton Wahpeton 
Oyate. The footage captured landscapes, community events, tourism facilities, and regional 
attractions intended to highlight South Dakota as a travel destination. 

The resulting recordings represent the production materials created during the filming of 
these segments. They document the work of TLN Productions in promoting regional tourism 
through television programming and provide visual documentation of South Dakota 
communities and attractions at the time of filming. 



__________________________________________________________________________ 

Scope and Content 

This collection consists of 11 Betacam video tapes and 5 DVDs created by TLN Productions 
as part of their Discover America series, which promoted tourism across the United States. 
The footage focuses on events and scenery in South Dakota, particularly highlighting Lake 
Andes, the Ft. Randall Casino, Aberdeen, and the Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe. Materials 
include both edited and raw footage documenting regional culture, landscapes, and 
community life. 
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Access Points 

Subjects 

• Indians of North America--Social life and customs 

Names 

•  TLN Productions (Firm) 

Places 

• South Dakota--Aberdeen 
• South Dakota--Lake Andes 

Genre 

• Audiovisual 
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Conditions Governing Access 

The collection is open for research, but please note that the materials in the Archives do not 
circulate and can only be used In the SDSU Archives and Special Collections Reading Room. 

Please contact us in advance so we can prepare for your visit. 



If you cannot visit the Archives in person, please reach out to us. We will do our best to help 
you find the information you need. 

In most cases, the materials in this collection have not been digitized and are not available 
online. 

South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections supports access to the 
materials in its collections. However, access to some items may be restricted due to their 
fragile condition, donor agreements, or other considerations. 

If you would like to know more about the contents of the collection, please contact the SDSU 
Archives. 

Conditions Governing Reproduction 

Reproduction of materials from the collection is subject to the following conditions: 

• Permission: Written permission must be obtained from the SDSU Archives for any 
reproduction, publication, or quotation of materials. 

• Copyright: Users are responsible for complying with copyright laws and securing any 
necessary permissions from copyright holders. 

• Fragile Materials: Some items may not be reproduced due to their fragile condition. 
• Fees: Reproduction fees may apply, and users will be informed of any costs in 

advance. 
• Acknowledgment: Any reproduced material must include proper acknowledgment of 

the South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections as the source. 

For more information or to request permission, please contact the SDSU Archives. 

Copyright and Use Statement 

In Copyright: This Item is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use 
this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that 
applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s). 

Materials in this collection may be subject to Title 17, Section 108 of the United States 
Copyright Act. Users are responsible for ensuring compliance with copyright, privacy, 
publicity, trademark, and other applicable rights for their intended use. Obtaining all 
necessary permissions is the user's responsibility. Written authorization from the copyright 
and/or other rights holders is required for publication, distribution, or any use of protected 
materials beyond what is permitted under fair use. 
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Container List 

Box Description Date(s) 
1 Aberdeen, South Dakota DVD undated 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Aberdeen, South Dakota Tape 1 of 4 1998 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Aberdeen, South Dakota Tape 2 of 4 1998 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Aberdeen, South Dakota Tape 3 of 4 1998 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Aberdeen, South Dakota Tape 4 of 4 1998 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe Tape 2 of 3 2003 
1 Discover America Raw Footage: Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe Tape 3 of 3 2003 
1 Ft. Randall Casino Tape 1 of 5 undated 
1 Ft. Randall Casino Tape 2 of 5 undated 
1 Ft. Randall Casino Tape 3 of 5 undated 
1 Ft. Randall Casino Tape 4 of 5 undated 
1 Ft. Randall Casino Tape 5 of 5 undated 
1 Lake Andes, Ft. Randall, South Dakota DVD undated 
1 Lake Andes, South Dakota DVD undated 
1 Lake Andes, South Dakota DVD undated 
1 Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe, South Dakota DVD undated 
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