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Abstract 

This collection consists of historical sketches and county histories for South Dakota counties, 
dating from 1901 to 1963, with some undated materials. The records include typed and 
printed narratives documenting local history, settlement, county development, civic 
institutions, community identity, and regional change across the state. Of particular note are 
histories of Lyman County from 1888 to 1906, Custer County and the City of Custer, “Indian 
Life in Haakon County,” and multiple versions of Campbell and Stanley County histories. The 
collection is significant for its broad geographic coverage and its value as a source for 
studying South Dakota local history, county formation, settlement patterns, and the ways 
communities recorded their own pasts during the early and mid-twentieth century. 
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Access Points 

Subjects 

• Cities and towns 
• Indians of North America 
• Local history 
• Rural communities 

Places 

• South Dakota 
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Conditions Governing Access 

The collection is open for research, but please note that the materials in the Archives do not 
circulate and can only be used In the SDSU Archives and Special Collections Reading Room. 

Please contact us in advance so we can prepare for your visit. 

If you cannot visit the Archives in person, please reach out to us. We will do our best to help 
you find the information you need. 

In most cases, the materials in this collection have not been digitized and are not available 
online. 

South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections supports access to the 
materials in its collections. However, access to some items may be restricted due to their 
fragile condition, donor agreements, or other considerations. 

If you would like to know more about the contents of the collection, please contact the SDSU 
Archives. 

Conditions Governing Reproduction 

Reproduction of materials from the collection is subject to the following conditions: 



• Permission: Written permission must be obtained from the SDSU Archives for any 
reproduction, publication, or quotation of materials. 

• Copyright: Users are responsible for complying with copyright laws and securing any 
necessary permissions from copyright holders. 

• Fragile Materials: Some items may not be reproduced due to their fragile condition. 
• Fees: Reproduction fees may apply, and users will be informed of any costs in 

advance. 
• Acknowledgment: Any reproduced material must include proper acknowledgment of 

the South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections as the source. 

For more information or to request permission, please contact the SDSU Archives. 

Copyright and Use Statement 

In Copyright: This Item is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use 
this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that 
applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s). 

Materials in this collection may be subject to Title 17, Section 108 of the United States 
Copyright Act. Users are responsible for ensuring compliance with copyright, privacy, 
publicity, trademark, and other applicable rights for their intended use. Obtaining all 
necessary permissions is the user's responsibility. Written authorization from the copyright 
and/or other rights holders is required for publication, distribution, or any use of protected 
materials beyond what is permitted under fair use. 
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Container List 

Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 1 Aurora County 1963 
1 2 Beadle County 1963 
1 3 Bennett County undated 
1 4 Bon Homme County undated 
1 5 Brown County 1963 
1 6 Brule County 1963 
1 7 Buffalo County 1963 
1 8 Butte County 1951 
1 9 Campbell County (2 different versions) 1963, undated 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 10 Clark County 1963 
1 11 Codington County 1963 
1 12 Custer County and City of Custer 1963 
1 13 Davison County 1901 
1 14 Day County undated 
1 15 Douglas County undated 
1 16 Faulk County 1909 
1 17 Grant County 1955 
1 18 Gregory County undated 
1 19 Haakon County 'Indian Life in Haakon County' undated 
1 20 Hand County undated 
1 21 Hanson County 1955 
1 22 Harding County 1933 
1 23 Hughes County 1937 
1 24 Hutchinson County undated 
1 25 Lake County undated 
1 26 Lawrence County 1956 
1 27 Lyman County, 1888-1906 1906 
1 28 McPherson County 1937 
1 29 Millette County undated 
1 30 Miner County 1931 
1 31 Minnehaha County undated 
1 32 Moody County 1913 
1 33 Perkins County 1925 
1 34 Potter County undated 
1 35 Roberts County undated 
1 36 Spink County undated 
1 37 Stanley County 1940, 1950 
1 38 Sully County undated 
1 39 Turner County undated 
1 40 Union County undated 
1 41 Walworth County undated 
1 42 Yankton County 1936 
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