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Abstract 

Donald Dale Johnson (1925– ) of Brookings, South Dakota, contributed family and local 
history materials to South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections. The 
Donald D. Johnson Papers include a translated narrative recounting the experiences of his 
grandfather, Johan Peter Johnson, a Swedish immigrant in South Dakota during the 1870s, 
and The Quill, a Marion High School publication issued in memory of Johnson’s parents. The 
collection highlights Swedish immigration to South Dakota and the preservation of family 
history through translation. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Biography 

Donald Dale Johnson was born on February 4, 1925, to Adolph and Martha Johnson. A 
resident of Brookings, South Dakota, he remained unmarried. Johnson preserved family and 
local history through his contributions to the South Dakota State University Archives and 
Special Collections, including the Donald D. Johnson Papers. The collection contains a 
narrative about his grandfather, Johan Peter Johnson, a Swedish immigrant born in 1854, 
and a publication titled The Quill from Marion High School dedicated to his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Adolph Johnson of Hartford, South Dakota. 
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Scope and Content 

The Donald D. Johnson Papers contain a photocopy of a narrative written around 1918 
describing the experiences of John P. (Johan Peter) Johnson, a Swedish immigrant and 
grandfather of the donor, during the years 1871 to 1879. The text was translated by Alma N. 
Lundin and read at the Benton Lutheran Church in South Dakota circa 1918. The original 
document is not included. The collection also includes The Quill, a publication produced by 
students at Marion High School in Marion, South Dakota, published by Donald D. Johnson in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Johnson of Hartford, South Dakota, presumed to be his 
parents. 

The papers document Swedish immigration to South Dakota and the preservation of family 
and community history through translation and commemorative publication. 
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Access Points 

Subjects 

• Frontier and pioneer life 
• Swedish Americans 

Names 

• Johnson, Donald D. (Donald Dale) 
• Johnson, John P. (John Peter), 1854-1934 



Places 

• South Dakota--Hartford 
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Conditions Governing Access 

The collection is open for research, but please note that the materials in the Archives do not 
circulate and can only be used In the SDSU Archives and Special Collections Reading Room. 

Please contact us in advance so we can prepare for your visit. 

If you cannot visit the Archives in person, please reach out to us. We will do our best to help 
you find the information you need. 

In most cases, the materials in this collection have not been digitized and are not available 
online. 

South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections supports access to the 
materials in its collections. However, access to some items may be restricted due to their 
fragile condition, donor agreements, or other considerations. 

If you would like to know more about the contents of the collection, please contact the SDSU 
Archives. 

Conditions Governing Reproduction 

Reproduction of materials from the collection is subject to the following conditions: 

• Permission: Written permission must be obtained from the SDSU Archives for any 
reproduction, publication, or quotation of materials. 

• Copyright: Users are responsible for complying with copyright laws and securing any 
necessary permissions from copyright holders. 

• Fragile Materials: Some items may not be reproduced due to their fragile condition. 
• Fees: Reproduction fees may apply, and users will be informed of any costs in 

advance. 
• Acknowledgment: Any reproduced material must include proper acknowledgment of 

the South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections as the source. 

For more information or to request permission, please contact the SDSU Archives. 



Copyright and Use Statement 

In Copyright: This Item is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use 
this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that 
applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s). 

Materials in this collection may be subject to Title 17, Section 108 of the United States 
Copyright Act. Users are responsible for ensuring compliance with copyright, privacy, 
publicity, trademark, and other applicable rights for their intended use. Obtaining all 
necessary permissions is the user's responsibility. Written authorization from the copyright 
and/or other rights holders is required for publication, distribution, or any use of protected 
materials beyond what is permitted under fair use. 
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Container List 

Box Folder Description Dates 
1 1 John P. Johnson narrative 1918 
1 2 The Quill 1910 
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