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Abstract

Valerian Three Irons is a Native American educator, oral historian, and advocate for
Indigenous language preservation. He served as a professor of American Indian Studies and
Associate for Diversity at South Dakota State University from 1997 to 2011. He later joined
the faculty of Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College in New Town, North Dakota, where he has
contributed to Native American Studies and Mandan language revitalization efforts. In 2018,
he received a National Endowment for the Humanities grant to develop a publicly accessible
archive of Mandan language resources. His work reflects a sustained commitment to
Indigenous education, cultural preservation, and community engagement.



The Valerian Three Irons American Indian Collection (Box 1) consists of transcripts from 144
oral history interviews conducted during the 1970s with Native American individuals
representing a wide range of tribal affiliations across the United States. The interviews
document personal narratives, cultural perspectives, and community experiences, addressing
topics such as tribal history, traditions, education, activism, language, and social change. The
collection provides a primary source record of Indigenous life and identity during the mid-20th
century and offers significant research value through its broad tribal representation and
preservation of first-person testimony.

Biography

Valerian Three Irons is a Native American educator, oral historian, and advocate for
Indigenous language preservation. He served as a professor of American Indian Studies and
Associate for Diversity at South Dakota State University from 1997 to 2011. After leaving
SDSU, Three Irons joined the faculty of Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College in New Town, North
Dakota, where he has been actively involved in teaching Native American Studies and
supporting Mandan language revitalization efforts. In 2018, he received a National
Endowment for the Humanities grant to create a publicly accessible archive of Mandan
language resources. Throughout his career, he has contributed to tribal education, cultural
preservation, and service-learning initiatives.

Scope and Content

The Valerian Three Irons American Indian Collection (Box 1) consists of transcripts from 144
oral history interviews conducted during the 1970s with Native American individuals from a
broad range of tribal affiliations across the United States. The interviews document personal
narratives, cultural perspectives, and community experiences, capturing voices from tribes
including, but not limited to, the Nez Perce, Chippewa, Cherokee, Navajo, Hopi, Choctaw,
Sioux, Seminole, Apache, and many others.

This collection serves as a primary source for understanding Native American life, identity,
and cultural heritage during the mid-20th century. Conducted during a period of renewed
Indigenous activism and cultural assertion, the interviews preserve valuable first-person
testimonies on topics such as tribal history, traditions, education, activism, language, and
social change. The diversity of tribal representation highlights the complexity and breadth of



Native American experiences and contributes significantly to the historical record of
Indigenous communities in the United States.

Access Points

Subjects

e Indians of North America
e Oral history

Names
e Three lrons, Valerian

Genre

e Microfiche

Conditions Governing Access

The collection is open for research, but please note that the materials in the Archives do not
circulate and can only be used In the SDSU Archives and Special Collections Reading Room.

Please contact us in advance so we can prepare for your visit.

If you cannot visit the Archives in person, please reach out to us. We will do our best to help
you find the information you need.

In most cases, the materials in this collection have not been digitized and are not available
online.

South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections supports access to the
materials in its collections. However, access to some items may be restricted due to their
fragile condition, donor agreements, or other considerations.

If you would like to know more about the contents of the collection, please contact the SDSU
Archives.



Conditions Governing Reproduction

Reproduction of materials from the collection is subject to the following conditions:

For more information or to request permission, please contact the SDSU Archives.

Permission: Written permission must be obtained from the SDSU Archives for any
reproduction, publication, or quotation of materials.
Copyright: Users are responsible for complying with copyright laws and securing any
necessary permissions from copyright holders.
Fragile Materials: Some items may not be reproduced due to their fragile condition.

Fees: Reproduction fees may apply, and users will be informed of any costs in

advance.
Acknowledgment: Any reproduced material must include proper acknowledgment of
the South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections as the source.

Copyright and Use Statement

In Copyright: This Item is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use

this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that

applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s).

Materials in this collection may be subject to Title 17, Section 108 of the United States
Copyright Act. Users are responsible for ensuring compliance with copyright, privacy,
publicity, trademark, and other applicable rights for their intended use. Obtaining all

necessary permissions is the user's responsibility. Written authorization from the copyright
and/or other rights holders is required for publication, distribution, or any use of protected
materials beyond what is permitted under fair use.

Container List

Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 1 Index 1978
1 2 Lees, Richard (Chippewa) 1978
1 3 Wilson, Heather (Nez Perce) 1978
1 4 Wilson, Cathy (Nez Perce) 1978
1 5 Wilson, Euguene (Nez Perce) 1978
1 6 Wilson, Plesah; Wilson, Cathy; Wilson, Heather (Nez Perce) 1978




Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 7 Thomas, Ray (Choctaw) 1978
1 8 York , Baxter (Choctaw) 1978
1 9 Gardner, Jim (Choctaw) 1978
1 10 Ruobideaux, Sylvester (Sioux) 1978
1 11 Kerns, Donald (Cherokee-Sioux) Part 1 1978
1 12 Kerns, Donald (Cherokee-Sioux) Part 2 1978
1 13 Ruobideaux, Sylvester (Sioux) 1978
1 14 Moltow, Tamecia (Seminole) 1978
1 15 Williams, Dave (Shoshone) 1978
1 16 Clark, Josephine; Fairbanks, George; Stone, George (Chippewa) 1978
1 17 Fairbanks, George (Chippewa) 1978
1 18 Turney, Joan; Clark, Josephine; Clark, Pearl (Chippewa) 1978
1 19 Brisbois, Gabriel; Brisbois, Mariane; Gattenby, Georgianna (Chippewa) Part 1 1978
1 20 Brisbois, Gabriel; Gattenby, Georgianna; Kotschevar, Lorraine (Chippewa) Part 2 1978
1 21 Leecy, Michael (Chippewa) 1978
1 22 Tibbetts, William (Chippewa) 1978
1 23 Buckanaga, John (Chippewa) Part 1 1978
1 24 Buckanaga, John (Chippewa) Part 2 1978
1 25 Bibeau, Don (Chippewa) 1978
1 26 Cook, Lee (Chippewa) 1978
1 27 Libertus, Ron (Chippewa) 1978
1 28 Rosebear, Robert (Chippewa-Sioux-Cree) 1978
1 29 Deer, Ada (Menominee) 1978
1 30 McGeshick, Charles; McGeshick, Albert; Poler, Richard (Sokaogon-Chippewa) 1978
1 31 Underwood, Brenda (Comanche-Cherokee); Goodvoice, Mary (Sioux) 1978
1 32 West, Richard (Southern Cheyenne) 1978
1 33 Rowland, Ted (Northern Cheyenne) 1978
1 34 Jessepe, Bruce (Potawatomie-Kickapoo-Oneida) 1978
1 35 Jessepe, Lester (Potawatomie), Jessepe, Mrs. Lester (Oneida) 1978
1 36 Buffalohead, Blaine (Ponca) 1978
1 37 Williams, John (Ponca) 1978
1 38 Jones, Velma (Ponca) Part 1 1978
1 39 Jones, Velma (Ponca) Part 2 1978
1 40 Secondine, Henry, Wilson, Don (Delaware) 1978
1 41 Chupco, Helen (Seminole-Creek) 1978
1 42 Johnson, Herbert (Seminole) 1978
1 43 Spinks, Alice (Apache); Spinks, Roy (Klamath) 1978




Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 44 Griggs, Diana (Cherokee-Choctaw) 1978
1 45 Spinks, Roseanna (Nomlackie) 1978
1 46 Houston, Don (Cherokee) 1978
1 47 Smith, Betty (Cherokee) 1978
1 48 Timmons, Boyce (Chrokee) 1978
1 49 Johnson, Donna (Absentee Shawnee-Delaware-Caddo) 1978
1 50 Ford, Jerry (Gros Ventre-Cherokee) 1978
1 51 Tonemah, Scott (Kiowa) Part 1 1978
1 52 Tonemah, Scott (Kiowa) Part 2 1978
1 53 Hankowsky, Ruth (Choctaw) 1978
1 54 Miller, Bob (Seminole-Creek) 1978
1 55 Holder, Jimmie (Delaware) 1978
1 56 Standing, Nettie (Kiowa) 1978
1 57 Clark, Edward (Comanche) 1978
1 58 New, Lloyd Kiva (Cherokee) Part 1 1978
1 59 New, Lloyd Kiva (Cherokee) Part 2 1978
1 60 Lujan, Jerry (Taos) 1978
1 61 Da, Anita (San lldefonso) 1978
1 62 Roberts, V.J. (Pawnee-Chippewa) 1978
1 63 Coriz, Ramona (Santa Domingo) 1978
1 64 Dill, Agnes (Tiwa) Part 1 1978
1 65 Dill, Agnes (Tiwa) Part 2 1978
1 66 Alvarado, Anita (Mexican) 1978
1 67 Bennett, Robert (Oneida) 1978
1 68 Dennison, Gene (Navajo) Part 1 1978
1 69 Dennison, Gene (Navajo) Part 2 1978
1 70 Pinto, Karen (Navajo) 1978
1 71 Cleveland, Morgan (Navajo) 1978
1 72 Montoya, Timothy (Hopi-Laguna) 1978
1 73 Tungovia, Lowery (Hopi-Tewa) 1978
1 74 Yazzie, Delphine (Navajo) 1978
1 75 Wauneka, Annie (Navajo) 1978
1 76 McKenzie, Melvin (Navajo) 1978
1 77 Jensen, Walter (Navajo) 1978
1 78 Barton, Ron (Navajo) 1978
1 79 Aticitty, Eugene (Navajo) 1978
1 80 Roessel, Ruth (Navajo) 1978




Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 81 Kelly, William (Hawaiian) 1978
1 82 Rainer, John, Jr. (Taos) 1978
1 83 Stewart, Charles (Sioux) 1978
1 84 Jeffery, Dennis (Navajo) 1978
1 85 Hutchingson, Lyndale (Haida-Tsimshian) 1978
1 86 Maetas, John (Nambe-San Ildefonso) 1978
1 87 Begay, Nora (Navajo) 1978
1 88 Crowfoot, Deanna (Blackfoot-Saultaux) 1978
1 89 Nez, Ramona (Navajo) 1978
1 90 Sekaquaptewa, Kenneth (Hopi) 1978
1 91 Harden, Fred (Winnebago) 1978
1 92 Harris, Lacee (Ute) 1978
1 93 Crum, Beverly (Shoshone) 1978
1 94 Gray, Jim (Mohawk) 1978
1 95 Meeks, Edmund (Shoshone) 1978
1 96 LaBelle, Errol (Assiniboine-Sioux) 1978
1 97 Nacke, Janice (Shoshone-Navajo) 1978
1 98 Carpio, Joseph manuel (Isleta) 1978
1 99 Peters, Darlene (Klallum) Part 1 1978
1 100 | Peters, Darlene (Klallum) Part 2 1978
1 101 | Folz, John (Klallum) 1978
1 102 | Irwin, Judy (Creek) 1978
1 103 | Folz, Dana (Clallam) 1978
1 104 | Hill, Jackie Wanassay; Hill, Tom; Hill, Tom Jr. (Cowlitz) 1978
1 105 | Byrnes, Evelyn (Cowlitz) 1978
1 106 | Shopbell, Candy (Santee Sioux); Wright, Chris (Tulaipl-Puyallup) 1978
1 107 | Piper, Lee (Cherokee) 1978
1 108 | Garcia, Alex (Mexican Indian); Garcia, Ellen (Puyallup) 1978
1 109 | Victorino, Rosemund (Choctaw-Hawaiian-Portuguese) 1978
1 110 | Frazier, Gregory (Crow-Sioux) 1978
1 111 | Cox, Carl (Crow-Choctaw) 1978
1 112 | Eaglespeaker, Glen (Blackfoot) 1978
1 113 | LaClair, Leo (Muckleshoot) 1978
1 114 | Fowler, Michelle (Quinault) 1978
1 115 | Folz, Wendy (Klallum) 1978
1 116 | Walking Bull, Gilbert (Oglala Sioux); Walking Bull, Montana (Cherokee) Part 1 1978
1 117 | Walking Bull, Gilbert (Oglala Sioux); Walking Bull, Montana (Cherokee) Part 2 1978




Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 118 | Melendy, Patrick (Hupa) 1978
1 119 | Wilson, Terry (Potawatomie) 1978
1 120 | Reams, Lyle (Pima-Papago-Maricopa) 1978
1 121 | Arciniega, Florencio (Apache) 1978
1 122 | Robinson, George (Hopi-Omaha) 1978
1 123 | Sekayouma, Marcus (Hopi) Part 1 1978
1 124 | Sekayouma, Marcus (Hopi) Part 2 1978
1 125 | Antone, Donald (Pima) 1978
1 126 | Navakuku, Bernice (Hopi); Carlos, Frank (Papago); Manuel, Francisco (Papago) 1978
1 127 | Allen, Noah (Euchee) 1978
1 128 | Ramon, Julie (Papago) 1978
1 129 | Taylor, Arnold (Hopi) 1978
1 130 | Fontana, Bernard 1978
1 131 | Wilson, Heather (Nez Perce) 1978
1 132 | Wilson, MacDonald (Nez Perce) 1978
1 133 | Wilson, Penny (Nez Perce) 1978
1 134 | Wilson, Eugene (Nez Perce) 1978
1 135 | Wilson, Cathy (Nez Perce) 1978
1 136 | Wilson, Marjorie 1978
1 137 | Wilson, Brother Maurice Part 1 1978
1 138 | Wilson, Brother Maurice Part 2 1978
1 139 | Cornelius, Harrison (Oneida) 1978
1 140 | Wilson Forest, Jimmy (Blackfoot) 1978
1 141 | Tippiconic, John (Comanche-Cherokee) 1978
1 142 | Swimmer, Ross (Cherokee) 1978
1 143 | Tonasket, Mel (Okanagon) 1978
1 144 | Busch, Carolyn (Cherokee) 1978
1 145 | Swiftarrow, Bernadine (Quechan) 1978
1 146 | Correspondence 1978
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