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Abstract

The George Biggar Papers document the career and activities of a broadcaster active in
agricultural communication and radio production from the 1920s through the 1960s. The
collection includes biographical materials, photographs, correspondence, clippings, scripts,
writings, and an M.S. thesis that reflect Biggar's work in rural and agricultural broadcasting,
radio programming, and wartime agricultural reporting. A substantial portion of the collection
relates to a World War Il agricultural tour and includes diaries, interviews, maps, speeches,
research notes, and related documentation. Additional materials address agriculture,
economic studies, and professional recognition. Together, the papers provide insight into the
development of agricultural radio, the relationship between media and agriculture, and
Biggar’s professional career within the broader history of American broadcasting.



Biography

The George Biggar Papers document the career of a South Dakota-born broadcaster whose
work in agricultural communication and radio production spanned from the 1920s through the
1960s. The collection likely includes materials related to Biggar’s early education and student
publications at South Dakota State University, his professional correspondence and scripts
from WLS in Chicago and WLW in Cincinnati, and documentation of his contributions to rural
broadcasting and wartime agricultural reporting. His involvement in creating the National Barn
Dance program and his oversight of farm and entertainment programming illustrate his role in
shaping early American radio.

George Biggar played a significant role in the development of rural and agricultural radio in
the United States. His work bridged the fields of agriculture, mass communication, and
entertainment during a formative period for radio broadcasting. His participation in
international agricultural tours during World War Il reflects the connection between media and
agricultural policy. Biggar’s career demonstrates the influence of South Dakota State
University alumni in national broadcasting history and agricultural outreach.

Scope and Content

This collection contains a variety of materials documenting historical, personal, and
professional narratives. It includes biographical sketches, photographs, clippings, collected
scripts, writings spanning several decades, and an M.S. thesis. A significant portion is
dedicated to a World War Il trip, featuring correspondence, diaries, interviews, maps,
speeches, research notes, and collected materials. Other highlights include tributes,
miscellaneous items, and materials related to agriculture and economic studies. The
collection offers a comprehensive view of various topics and periods, emphasizing key
historical events and personal experiences.

Access Points

Subjects

e Radio broadcasting
e Radio in agriculture



Names

e Biggar, George C. (George Cecil), 1889-1989
e Morrison, Herb

e WLS (Radio station : Chicago, lIl.)

e WLW (Radio station : Cincinnati, Ohio)

Genre

e Audiocassettes
e Photographs

Conditions Governing Access

The collection is open for research, but please note that the materials in the Archives do
not circulate and can only be used In the SDSU Archives and Special Collections Reading
Room.

Please contact us in advance so we can prepare for your visit.

If you cannot visit the Archives in person, please reach out to us. We will do our best to help
you find the information you need.

In most cases, the materials in this collection have not been digitized and are not available
online.

South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections supports access to the
materials in its collections. However, access to some items may be restricted due to their
fragile condition, donor agreements, or other considerations.

If you would like to know more about the contents of the collection, please contact the SDSU
Archives at: Telephone: 605-688-5094 Email: arcrefs@sdstate.edu

Conditions Governing Reproduction
Reproduction of materials from the collection is subject to the following conditions:

¢ Permission: Written permission must be obtained from the SDSU Archives for any
reproduction, publication, or quotation of materials.



Copyright: Users are responsible for complying with copyright laws and securing any

necessary permissions from copyright holders.

Fragile Materials: Some items may not be reproduced due to their fragile condition.
Fees: Reproduction fees may apply, and users will be informed of any costs in

advance.

Acknowledgment: Any reproduced material must include proper acknowledgment of
the South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections as the source.

For more information or to request permission, please contact the SDSU Archives.

Copyright and Use Statement

In Copyright: This Item is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use
this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that
applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s).

Materials in this collection may be subject to Title 17, Section 108 of the United States
Copyright Act. Users are responsible for ensuring compliance with copyright, privacy,
publicity, trademark, and other applicable rights for their intended use. Obtaining all
necessary permissions is the user's responsibility. Written authorization from the copyright
and/or other rights holders is required for publication, distribution, or any use of protected

materials beyond what is permitted under fair use.

Container List

Box | Folder | title Dates
1 1 Audiocassettes 1988, undated
1 2 Biographical sketches 1916, 1943, 1979, undated
1 3 Clippings 1938-1991, undated
1 4 Collected scripts 1927-1929
1 5 M.S. thesis 1922
1 6 Miscellany 1925, 1928, 1963, undated
1 7 Photographs 1942-1943
1 8 Prairie Farmer 1949
1 9 Tours 1955, 1958
1 10 Tributes 1965, 1988
1 11 Writings 1920-1929




Box | Folder | title Dates
1 12 Writings 1930-1939
1 13 Writings 1940-1949
1 14 Writings 1950-1959
1 15 Writings 1960-1969
1 16 Writings 1970-1987
2 1 World War Il Trip: Collected materials 1940-1957 undated
2 2 World War Il Trip: Correspondence 1943-1944
2 3 World War Il Trip: Diary 1943-1944
2 4 World War Il Trip: Interviews 1943-1944, undated
2 5 World War Il Trip: Maps undated
2 6 World War Il Trip: Miscellaneous 1940-1947, undated
2 7 Xﬁggﬁ]gz;g{;‘; Newspaper 1943-1944, undated
2 8 World War Il Trip: Published articles undated
2 9 World War Il Trip: Research notes 1939-1943, undated
2 10 World War Il Trip: Speeches 1943-1944
2 11 World War Il Trip: Statistics 1943
> 12 World_War Il Trip: William T. Price undated
materials
2 13 World War Il Trip: Writings 1943-1944, undated
World War Il Trip: Collected Material
2 14 "Agriculture in the British Economy" - 1957
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